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“We find these joys to be self-evident: That all children are created whole, endowed with innate        

intelligence, with dignity and wonder, worthy of respect. The embodiment of life, liberty and     

happiness, children are original blessings, here to learn their own song. Every girl and boy is      

entitled to love, to dream, and to belong to a loving “village”. And to pursue a life of purpose.”                 

   A Covenant for Honouring Children:  Raffi 
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Step into new beginnings............... 

Investing in Quality staff: 

susan@investinginquality.ca         705 - 749 - 3488 (217) 

katherine@investinginquality.ca      705 - 749 - 3488 (218) 

Website:  www.investinginquality.ca  

A new approach to quality with Peer Dialogue 

T his October saw the shift from the traditional peer review  to 2 peer dialogue days involving 44 members  
of the early learning community along with our community partners. A reflective model was used in the 

planning of these days. This included developing table topics and questions to guide conversations, training    
facilitators and placing participants in small, mixed groups. 

 From  the  moment  people  began  to arrive, to the participant reflections about the days, to the many                
conversations that have continued throughout the community, we consider the days to have been very           
successful.  Many  people  commented  on  their  new  appreciation  of  the      
commitment to quality across the many diverse programs, the similarity in 
challenges, the opportunity to meet new people, to network and gather 
many ideas to take back to their programs. Community partners  appreci-
ated the opportunity to learn more about the sector and to share their    
perspectives around supporting quality.  

“Although we have a diversity of  perspectives and                            
experiences our goal in  the end is the same…quality                        

care of  children and learning.” Participant  

K eep in touch:  Would  you like to receive newsletters and periodic updates 

about coming events? You can have your email address added to our     

distribution list. Simply contact Katherine (katherine@investinginquality.ca)    

with your email  address and you will be added.  

http://www.investinginquality.ca/


 

M any changes have happened at the College level with respect to the content of the ECE curriculum 
since 2014.  As of the spring 2015 students are now graded on Professionalism in all their placement 

experiences by a Professional Review. Students who consistently reflect conduct that is not conducive to the 
CECE Standards of Practice will not pass their placement and may be removed from their placement site as 
early as week 4.  This process is professional, honest and respectful…attributes that we value in the ECE   
profession. 

Some additional changes to keep in mind: 
 The 2016 Field Placement Policy Handbook reflects changes for the 2nd and 4th semester 
 A separate section for Kindergarten has been added to the 4th  semester Handbook 
 Site visits are not typical.  ECE students may or may not receive visits from their college evaluator,      

depending on the nature of the placement, host site location and individual student needs.  Having said 
that, an open line of communication is essential and Host Educators should expect to hear from their 
student's College Evaluator within the first week of placement via email or phone call. Host Educators 
are strongly encouraged to contact your student's college evaluator if you have any questions or        
concerns in regards to your placement student. 

 As program coordinator and on behalf of Fleming College and the ECE faculty I'd like to take this opportunity 
to thank the Child Care Community of Peterborough and surrounding areas for hosting our Fleming ECE stu-
dents.  We are grateful for your continued support of our students and the ECE Program at Fleming College. 

Cheryl Herder 

Fleming College ECE Program Coordinator 

cheryl.herder@flemingcollege.ca 

Page 2 Chi ld Care Connect ions  Winter 2016  

News from Fleming College                    Cheryl Herder RECE        

 

 Continuous Professional Learning  legislation has now been passed. It comes into 
effect in January 2016 and will begin as a requirement for RECEs renewing their 
membership starting in September 2016.  

 From the Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice for ECEs (Standard 1V):        
“Early Childhood Educators are current in their professional knowledge” and “they access current          
evidence-based research and are able to transfer this knowledge into practice. They are aware of the 
need to enhance their own learning in order to support both children and families. Early Childhood    
Educators demonstrate their commitment to ongoing professional development by engaging in          
continued learning”. 

 There is information available on the College of ECE website  : www.college-ece.ca  

 Suggestion: In order to begin preparing for participation in Continuous Professional Learning, start a file or 
folder where you can put all of your certificates  from events and your reflections on activities. This way you 
are one step closer to creating a portfolio of your own. 
 

 Also: The College held a Round Table on Men in ECE in November 2015 with representatives from a variety 
of communities.  The college is committed to, among other things,  integrating gender balance in the        
diversity project,   continuing to talk about the importance of men in early childhood education, 
share stories in the newsletter and on the website and to survey the approximately 800 male 
RECEs.             

Updates from the College of  ECE      

https://www.college-ece.ca/en/Pages/Home.aspx


 

For information on professional learning events, contact Katherine Orgill : 
  (705) 749-3488   ext. 218  
  katherine@investinginquality.ca   
 
For full details and registration forms, visit www.investinginquality.ca   

Glory Ressler 
 

A morning session exploring the new Professional Learning 

and Program Statement requirements. 
 

Wednesday  February 24                                                         

9:00  - 12:00                                                                                   

Westdale United Church (Sherbrooke St.) 

 

Mind in the Making 

A second session based on the book by Ellen Galinsky.    

This one will be on ‘perspective taking’. 

Wednesday, March 9 

6:30  -  8:30 

IIQ office / 550 Braidwood Ave 
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Observation and Documentation 

This  interactive series explores approaches to             
observing and documenting children’s play using the 

book ‘Pedagogical Documentation in ECE’. 
 

Thursdays: March 3 & 31 and April 14 

        6:30—8:30 

IIQ office  / 550 Braidwood Ave 

Movie Night 

Come out to an informal evening to watch a video     

(with popcorn) and a discussion afterwards. 

Tuesday, March  22 

6:30  -   8:00 

More information coming later this winter…. 

D uring a visit to Trent Child Care Bridgenorth, I was drawn to a wonderful aroma coming from the kitchen. 
Peeking in, I witnessed Cathy, the dietary staff, donning  oven mitts and removing a large baking sheet from 
the oven.  

 Being a little bit of a foodie and knowing the importance of  serving nutritious meals for children, I felt compelled to 
explore further. By now Cathy was turning over delicious looking fish fillets coated in a rich brown seasoning. Cathy 
explained she was making fish tacos with a recipe she received  at ‘Come Cook With Us’, offered by the Health Unit.  

 This has become one of the children’s favourite lunches and is always greeted with great enthusiasm! She went on 
to say that finding a recipe that the children enjoy has allowed her to successfully meet the program’s goal of serving 
fish once a week. The recipe for the seasoning contains a fraction of the sodium in prepared mixes, is less expensive 
and can also be used for regular beef or chicken tacos. “The children don’t even notice the difference and this is a 
much healthier option!” Cathy explained. She uses the recipe at home with her family and has shared it with staff. 
Here is the homemade taco seasoning recipe for you to try and you can find the whole recipe on our website  (on the 
Cooks Network page at the bottom). 

 Homemade Taco seasoning: 

1         Tbsp. chili powder                                 1/2        tsp. paprika 

1/4     tsp. garlic powder                                 1 1/2     tsp. ground cumin 

1/4     tsp. onion powder                                1/4         tsp. salt 

1/4     tsp.  oregano                                        1             tsp. black pepper 

  Mix together and store in airtight container or plastic storage bag. 

Professional Learning Highlights 

Cooks’ Corner                                            Susan Scoffin  RECE 

http://www.investinginquality.ca
http://www.investinginquality.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Fish-Tacos.pdf


 

I   loved  getting back into the woods.  I grew up in a small town and spent 

most of my time in the woods climbing trees and exploring different   

things in nature. There was a group of us who were always in the wooded 

area behind the houses building forts and tipis. 

 On October 3, I had the pleasure of volunteering for a great workshop 

about outside learning and expanding children’s outdoor environments. I            

volunteered to help with the outside workshop and the fort building.  My 

job was to explain expectations to my fellow ECE’s.  

In my area, there were  pieces of fabric, saws, cedar branches, logs, clothes-

pins and string. (Jill explained that children using saws would wear a glove 

on the opposite hand and be supervised one on one.) I was amazed at     

everyone’s different thinking towards building forts. Some were very hesitant and needed to think about what 

they would do while others jumped right in without a thought and started right away, just like  the children I 

work with. While explaining the idea around building the fort, everyone seemed to have their wheels turning. 

Every group worked with very little communication and seemed to all have the same goal. They didn't start with 

a big plan but the forts were built bit by bit as they worked together. 

 Some  groups  built  on  other  forts  and  some  started  from  scratch. They 

searched for just the right pieces to put on the fort. Some made roofs, some 

had  walls,  one  had  a  fire-pit, one  added  a bench and 2 groups didn't use    

the fabric at all. 

 After  being  at  the  conference  I  really questioned why I didn’t do this kind    

of  stuff  with  the  children  in  my center. I came in  on the Monday ready to 

change  and  we  brought  leaves,  sticks,  pine  cones, and  other pieces from     

outside into our sensory bin. The children loved it .They started adding things 

to the bin, like buckets and cars and soon the sticks  were made into fire- pits 

around the room.  

 Thankfully my co-worker attended the workshop with me and was also willing to change a few things. We still 

have sticks and pinecones in the room. Outside, we have relaxed in our approach to sticks to see how they are 

using them before stepping in. I also have some great ideas that I would like to bring to our yard, including      

adding a tunnel, and we have already put some of the ideas in motion.  

 This workshop really inspired me to make some changes and I am excited to see how the children will respond 

to them. I imagine the children will have as much fun as the ECE’s that I got to help make forts with! 

  

    

Reflection on Outdoor Learning                                        Chrystal Lott RECE 
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